Comments on Outreach to Our Younger Members

Away at School

It is important to continue to communicate with our teens and young adults as they move off to college or to high school.  This time in their lives is when they are beginning to make extremely important and independent decisions.  We as a congregation have the opportunity to help encourage them to make God pleasing decisions, but also the opportunity to help them know that they are not alone.  

Monthly care packages, throughout the school year, that will help encourage them in their spiritual life, remind them of the comforts of home, and help them to know that they are loved. 

· September: Off to School

· October: Halloween/Reformation

· November: Thanksgiving

· December: Christmas/Finals

· January: New Year

· February: Valentine’s Day

· March: Spring Break

· April: Easter

· May: Finals

· June: Summer

Weekly encouraging email/facebook/mail messages.  These could contain inspirational quotes or bible passages that help to encourage and uplift them.  

Teen/Young Adult Involvement in the Congregation

It is also important to ask our teens and young adults to be involved with projects in our church other then babysitting for the events.  All teens have interests and blessings that can be share with the congregation.  It is a matter of getting to know the teens and discovering their blessings and then encouraging them to use those blessings for the glory of God.  For example 3 of our teens have been very involved with the year book at their high school.  Bekah has been the photographer and Ashley & Zoe have been designers.  In knowing this I asked Bekah if she would take photos of the couples at our Valentine’s Day dinner.  She was overjoyed to do the job and took great pride in setting up the scenery and then taking the photos during the event.   I intend to ask all three teens to help with the photography and design work on our up and coming pictorial church directory. 
Other outreach opportunities: 

· Separate girl/boy Bible studies during the week.  Give another opportunity to grow closer to the girls on a spiritual and personal level. 

· Inviting the girls to the Women’s retreat and having sessions, activities, and Bible studies geared towards them.  

Planning the Annual Lock-in.  

· Carwash

· Girls Spa Day- We had members of the church gather their foot spas, make-up, hair supplies, nail polish, and other items to pamper the girls.  We also had members of the church treat the girls to pedicures, manicures, makeup and hair makeovers, and messages.  Then once we were all relaxed and beautified we went out for lunch.   We began the party with devotion and how we are all beautiful works of art made by God and that he loves us just the way that we are. 
