PRAYERS BEFORE SERVING
Gifted To Serve - PREPARATION

PRAYER (before):

Father in heaven, may we all be led to a better understanding of how you have equipped us as an individual to serve you and to encourage each others’ faith in you.


Lord Jesus, you have said, "Come to me, all you who are weary and heavy-laden and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gently and humble in heart, and you shall find rest for your souls." (Matt. 11:28-29)


Holy Father, be our teacher, open our hearts and minds through your Spirit. As we look to your Word about serving you, may we see that truly, "your yoke is easy and your burden is light." (vs. 30)


In Jesus' name, Amen.

PRAYER (after):


 Dear Heavenly Father, we thank you for your Word. You did not put us here and then ask us to find our own way but you have clearly marked out the way for us.


Help us to discern what is pleasing to you and what is merely serving our own selfish desires. We are created for the purpose of praising you.


You have made us all to be different and yet you provide for us to share in this blessed unity through your Spirit in us. Where there is strife help us to recognize our own pride and lead us back to you and your Word; to follow your example of compassion, love and forgiveness.


Fill us with joy and a willing spirit to be a gracious and thankful people—to reach beyond our own interests, to share your salvation with all around us.


Guide us now as we leave this place to a deeper sense of who you are, who we are and how you have equipped us for greater service and fellowship in your name all because of your Son, Jesus who died for our sins and gives us eternal life. May this gift of God's grace be our focus and motivation in all we do. Amen.

May the love of the Lord Jesus draw us to himself.

May the power of the Lord Jesus make us strong to do his will.

May the peace of the Lord Jesus fill our lives.

SCRIPTURE MEDITATION
Scripture in Preparation to Serve
I. WHO WE ARE


• Galatians 2:20 — I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.


• 2 Corinthians 5;17 — Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!


• Romans 8:6 — ...the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace.

II. WHAT IS GOD'S GOAL FOR US?


• Ephesians 4:7, 12-13, 15-16 — But to each of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it...to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ...speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.


• 1 Corinthians 12:13, 24-26 — For we are all baptized by one Spirit into one body...But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.
SCRIPTURE MEDITATION
Scripture in Preparation to Serve
III. HOW ARE WE TO CARRY OUT GOD'S PURPOSE FOR US?


• Colossians 3:12-17 — Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, whether in word of deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.


• 1 Peter 4:7-11 — The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray. Above all, love each other deeply because love covers over a multitude of sins. Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

IV. WHO WILL ENABLE US TO CARRY OUT GOD'S PURPOSE?


• Matthew 11:28, 30 — Come to me all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.


• Philippians 4:13, 19 — I can do everything through him who gives me strength. And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.


• Colossians 1:10-12 — And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light.
