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Christ's Love, Our Calling.






Advent by Candlelight is an opportunity for women of all ages to set aside the hustle and bustle of holiday preparation and focus their minds and hearts on the birth of Christ.

This service was written by a member of St. John’s, Wauwatosa, Wis. It has been reviewed by Carolyn Sachs, a member of the WELS Women’s Ministry Executive Committee and approved by the WELS Commission on Worship.
Please note: There may be copyright issues regarding the public use of some songs and hymns. 
Please make sure to obtain permission to use music that is not in the public domain.



Anticipating His Presence
A Gift for Eternity

 

 

This program script was written by a member of St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church in Wauwatosa, Wis. You may use this script if you wish. 

 

Stage set-up: 

 A decorated Christmas tree with gift beneath it, a chair for the ladies to be seated in when the gifts are opened, some way to display each gift after it has been opened.

 
Welcome

Good afternoon (evening) ladies. This is the 6th year that I have had the privilege of standing up here and welcoming you to Advent by Candlelight. Each year I am thrilled to see beautifully decorated tables and familiar faces and many new faces as well.

 

God has blessed our efforts with so many interested people that this year we will be having two programs.   We hope that this will enhance your experience by giving you a little more space to move around and by keeping the temperature in our fellowship hall below an uncomfortably warm July afternoon! 


(Continue with any “housekeeping” items that are necessary at this time, including with 
instructions for singing “Silent Night” and leaving.) 

 

The program this year focuses on “Presence.”   When I heard this idea I thought, presents, well that’s just up my alley. Not only do I love receiving them, (by the way if anyone is interested I’ve made a list and Xeroxed it for your convenience), but shopping for them.   I’ve never seen more opportunities to buy. You can order over the internet and it can be wrapped and delivered, you can bid on EBay and get the thrill of an auction, you can pick up the phone and place an order (I have so many things delivered that the UPS man and I are on a first name basis during the weeks leading up to Christmas) or, you can do it the old fashioned way and just plain shop till you drop!  Is there anything better than anticipating the look on a family members face when they open what you think is the perfect gift! Ah yes, the excitement of presents. 

 

But then I listened a little closer and realized we weren’t talking about gifts, we were talking about HIS PRESENCE, (Use a small wrapped gift as a visual) with an ‘ence’, not an ‘ents.’ God’s presence in our lives, which is the gift of Jesus. A babe, but also a king, born in a lowly manger.   The only gift that never stops giving. As a matter of fact, “His Presence” keeps getting stronger and richer the more you use it and pay attention to it! You’ll never outgrow it, it never goes out of fashion and it can never crack or break.   We receive so much in the gift of Jesus that this afternoon (evening) we invite you to sit back and enjoy all the gifts under our tree as we unwrap “His Presence.”

 

As is fitting let us begin with prayer:

 

Responsive Prayer

 

Leader:
Dear Father, Advent is a time of preparation and anticipation for our Christmas 


celebration. 

 

Ladies:
Help us balance our obligations and holiday plans with time in Your word, in 


worship and in Your presence.

 

Leader: 
As we strive to make the holidays special for our families and friends let our lights 


shine and our love for You be evident to all.

 

Ladies:
Help us to remember that all the details we attend to at Christmas would mean 


nothing without the Holy Spirit living in our hearts and the knowledge of Jesus 


Christ in our lives.

 

Leader:
Lord, Forgive us when we lose focus and get caught-up in the world’s material 


ideas of Christmas.

 

Ladies:
Thank you for providing so many comforts and luxuries in our lives; help us to 


remember those less fortunate during the holidays and all through the year

 

Leader:
Lord, we pray that each woman here feels Your presence as she prepares for 


Christmas. May the time we spend on holiday details and traditions build us up, 


as You intend, rather than leave us empty and exhausted. We ask that this time of 

preparation fill the very depths of our souls to overflowing and that Your Holy 


Spirit gives us the gift of anticipation as we await our King’s second coming. May 


we continue to prepare our hearts for that day when He comes again in glory. Let 


our time together honor You.



In Jesus name we pray, Amen.

 

Designated lady lights Advent Wreath during the Hymn.

 

Hymn
“Unto us is Born a Son” (LAPPY #316)            
 

Introduction

The average American believes and follows the idea that the “Good Life,” is one packed full of activity and as many experiences as possible. This principle drives us throughout the year, and for many it is the foundation to the weeks leading to Christmas because we want the people we love to experience Christmas to its fullest. Our December calendars fill up quickly with holiday parties, trips to the mall, card writing, cookie baking, decorating and more shopping.

It is not surprising then, that Christmas becomes more hectic than holy, more exhausting than exhilarating, more painful than joyful. We rob ourselves of the most precious gift of the first Christmas. The arrival of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

 

What can we do to make the holidays less hectic and more holy? You’ve taken a step in the right direction by prioritizing your time this afternoon (evening), to join women who face many of the same challenges at this time of year. To listen to one another and encourage and build each other up. To reflect on scripture and join our voices in worship and praise to God our heavenly father. And during these days leading up to Christmas there will be more opportunities at _____(your church’s name)____ as well as other churches, to worship and fill our hearts with the truth and peace that all the gift buying and receiving, all the baking and all the partying could never fill.

 

Why does Christmas seem more exhausting then exhilarating for some? Because women are responsible for transforming their families lives into a beautiful and unforgettable celebration.    We underestimate all the extra time and effort that is involved in the family festivities. When all the separate holiday tasks are added together, some of us find that preparing for Christmas feels like a part time job! So how do we replace our exhaustion with exhilaration? Take time to define for yourself what’s most important about Christmas; why am I celebrating Christmas? We need to make conscious choices because Christmas offers so many possibilities. When you don’t sort out what ideas and values are most important to you Christmas becomes exhausting mentally, physically, and emotionally.   To bring more exhilaration to your celebration, take some time during these weeks before Christmas to pray and meditate and make some conscious decisions on what you will spend your time on this holiday season. 

 

How can we over-ride the pain that some go through at this time of year and replace it with joy? The pain of being separated from a loved one, the worry about a family member or friend fighting in Iraq, the loneliness that comes through the death of a dear one, the pain and suffering that comes from an illness or injury. These are all reasons for sadness and grief, but joy and sorrow can coexist. Please don’t mistake joy for happiness. Happiness is a result of our external situation. Joy is what we’re talking about, and that comes from knowing that our sins are forgiven and our lives are made new through God’s gift of his Son, Jesus. Joy has a way of overflowing as we enjoy

His presence and follow His will. Joy overflows as we serve others and allow God’s love to pour through us. Joy is one of those gifts that just keep giving!

 

Piano Solo

“Rejoice!”  Arranged by Jay Rouse
 

During the piano solo the curtain opens and the stage is set like a living room. Under the tree are gifts. Six ladies are mingling as the solo is being sung.

When the solo is over each person on stage will find a place to sit.

 

      Introduction continued . . . 
Please get comfortable and bask in His Presence as we join this circle of friends and unwrap the gifts that are all of ours at Christmas and everyday . . . .
 

We have one woman who acts as the “hostess” for the gift opening. This will be the person who leads the action on the stage. She will be the only one on stage who is wearing a microphone.

 

Hostess:            Rising from her seat she welcomes her guest.

 “I’m so happy to see that everyone could make it this afternoon (evening). Our Bible study gift exchange has always been so much fun. As you all know this year we decided on a theme—gifts that represent something we’ve received from our Heavenly Father. All of us brought two gifts so let’s get started!”

 

First Gift: Jesus

Hostess picks up gift marked with a #1 and looks at the gift card. 

 “________, this gift is for you. The card reads ‘To a friend who leads her life standing on a strong foundation’.”


Hostess then hands wrapped gift to the designated receiver. The gift is now opened. It 
is a rock. The receiver holds it up for all to see.

 

Leader:

Scripture uses the word “rock,” to describe a safe place, a refuge, a fortress and our Lord Jesus 14 times in the old and New Testament. In 2 Samuel 22: 2 and in Psalm 18:2, it is written that:


The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer,


My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge.
 

Scripture also assures us that as followers of Jesus Christ He is a strong foundation on which we stand. In Psalm 40:2 the psalmist writes:


He lifted me out of the slimy pit,


Out of the mud and mire;


He set my feet on a rock


And gave me a firm place to stand.
 

And the familiar parable of the wise and the foolish builder in Matthew 7: 24 and following:
 


Therefore, everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a 

wise man who built his house upon a rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and 

the wind blew and beat against the house; yet it did not fall, because it had a 

foundation on a rock.   But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put 

them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house upon the sand. The rain 

came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it 

fell with a great crash.
 

Christmas is filled with twinkling lights, brightly colored packages, hustle and bustle, friends and family, and anticipation. If we depend on these elements to keep us fulfilled throughout the year we surely will be disappointed because lights burn out, packages get unwrapped and forgotten and the anticipation is over when all the hustle and bustle is through. Where have you built your foundation for your Christmas celebration, on the Rock or on sinking sand?

 

It is out of love that God wants us to remember the words from David’s song of praise in 2 Samuel 22:2:

           


The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer;


My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge…

 
We Respond together:  Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift of Jesus.
 

Solo
On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand  Arranged by Tracy Hankwitz

 

Second Gift: Love

Hostess: “Number two is for ______” Gift tag is read.  “A mother’s love what can be compared? This gift represents what has been shared.”


Hostess then hands wrapped gift to the designated receiver. The gift is now opened. It 
is a baby doll. The receiver holds it up for all to see.

 

Leader:   

Babies; you feed them, you change them, you bath them, you nurture them, you rock them and comfort them at 3:00 A.M., you tend to all their earthly needs. This is love in action. And do you expect to get anything in return? No, but you do reap many rewards.  A cry that is calmed only by your touch and smell, the turn of a little head towards your voice, the peace and quiet that comes in the night as you rock your baby back to sleep.   These little ones are so easy to love with their soft, fragrant skin and their sweet little voices babbling and cooing. They seem almost perfect, don’t they?   You’d do almost anything for them, right?  Would you sacrifice your life for them? This is a question that I hope will only be considered but never need to be acted on. The love you show your children, grandchildren and nieces and nephews is about as perfect a love that we can give, but it’s nothing compared to the love that God shows us through his son Jesus Christ.  Babies seem almost perfect to us but we learn from Psalm 51:5 that,


Surely I was sinful from birth,


sinful from the time my mother conceived me.”

 

Our true condition is not what it appears on the outside. But we are still loved despite our sinful condition. In John 3:16 the familiar words of scripture comfort us:


For God so loved the world that He gave his

 
one and only Son,


That whoever believes in Him shall not perish


but have eternal life.
 

What is so amazing is that God’s love is the only perfect love we will ever experience. We deserve nothing, yet He gave us, His daughters, eternal life through his only son, Jesus Christ. And even though hardships occur in many forms and may cause us to fear that we have been abandoned by Christ, His love will never change. Our comfort comes from Romans 8:38-39:


For I am convinced that neither death nor life neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
 


We Respond together:  Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift of Love.
  

Mother and daughter interpretive Dance               

“Child in the Manager”

 

Third Gift: His Light and Word

Hostess: “_______ is number three.”   Gift card is read,   “Here is something to guide you, you’re not lost but found. The gifts in this package will keep you safe and sound.”


Hostess hands gift to designated receiver. The gift is opened and it is and a flashlight 
and roadmap.

 

Leader: 

I don’t know about you but when I’m going somewhere I like to have accurate directions, I usually need a little help before I hit the road. One of the easiest ways to get directions is on the internet. You enter in your starting point and your destination and it gives you a full color map and step by step written directions.   What kind of map do you use for life? What determines what is right and wrong for you? How do you decide what you’re going to do on a daily basis? We are influenced by the media, family, friends, and associates. But God wants us to turn to His Word as our map and ultimate authority.  The Bible is God’s gift to us, our own personal map to living a God-pleasing, Christian life.     The Bible is God’s word to us. These words are a map for life given to believers by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The Bible says in 2 Tim. 3:16-17:


All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, so that man may be thoroughly equipped for every good 
work.”

 

The whole Bible is the inspired Word of God and is the map that points to Jesus. It is filled with the message that God loves us and sent His Son to die for us. It always leads us down the correct road, it will never let us down. 

The Bible is infallible and it is to be used as an authority for life. Would a loving God set an unlit path before us? No, because as the psalmist writes:


Your Word is a lamp for my feet and a light for my path.
 

God’s Word is not only the map that guides our way but the light that makes that way clear. 

Many times we base our lives on what makes sense; we want everything to be logical. But since the fall into sin in the Garden of Eden our logic and reasoning are not in line with our Creator. But God’s Word tells us in Proverbs 3:5-6:


Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on

 
your own understanding; in all your ways


acknowledge Him and He will make your path straight.
 

Reason and logic can’t be our map in life because it will always take us away from Jesus. When we use the Bible, we are able to make judgments about what is right and wrong. God’s Word is the map that will always lead us to our proper destination, our Savior’s loving arms.

 


We respond together: Praise God for His indescribable gift of His light and Word”

 

Fourth Gift: Holy Spirit and Faith

Hostess: 

“Let’s see who’s got number 4. This one is for _____. Your card reads:  A little something to keep your green thumb busy.”


Hostess hands the gift to the designated receiver. The gift is then opened. Inside the gift 
is a pot, soil, gloves, trowel and seed packet.

 

Leader:

Sinking our hands into some warmed soil sounds very inviting as we anticipate the long, cold, Wisconsin winter ahead of us. But planting a seed does not have to be limited to the summer months; we have opportunities to plant seeds all year round. The seed that we’re talking about is the seed of faith. But what is faith, how do we get it, and what instructions are we given to make it blossom?  

First, what is faith? Hebrews 11:1 says:

Now, faith is being sure if what we hope for and


certain of what we do not see.           

 

Two words describe faith: Sure and certain. Sure of God’s character-he is who he says. And certain of God’s promises-he will do what he says. When we believe that God will fulfill his promises even though we don’t see those promises materialize yet, we demonstrate true faith.

 

Second, how do we receive this faith? Faith is a gift. Just like any other gift that you receive, you don’t do anything, someone gives it to you. And this gift is given to you by the Holy Spirit.   We read in Ephesians 2:8-9:


For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith


and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God- not


by works so that no one can boast.
 

One way the Holy Spirit comes to you is through the gift of baptism. Baptism offers the forgiveness of sins, delivers from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe, as the words and the promise of God declares. Sometimes baptism is referred to as the visible word. We see the physical element of water being used but the water would hold no purpose without the power of God’s word connected to it, In Matthew 28:19 we read:


Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them


in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the


Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything


that I have commanded you.
 

If baptism does all these awesome things for me, what is my part in this thing called faith. Baptism is not like holding a ‘get out of jail free’ card. The blessings of baptism and faith can be lost. In the previous passage Matthew speaks not only of baptism but also of teaching.

How else can we receive our faith? It may be a friend, family member, or co-worker sharing the gospel that leads you to the Lord and to a life of faith. We read in Romans 10:17:


Faith comes from hearing the message and the


message is heard through the word of Christ.
 

But none of these things could ever take place without the presence of the Holy Spirit. We know this because I Corinthians 12:3 tells us that


No one can say Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.
 

During one of her speaking engagements, Corrie ten Boom, a Jewish woman who survived in a work camp during the holocaust, illustrated this concept by holding up a white glove to her audience and asking this question. “What can a glove do?’ She went on to remind her listeners of the power an influence of a woman can have if she relies on God for her strength:

“The glove can do nothing. Oh but if a hand is in the glove, it can do many things…cook, play the piano, write. The possibilities are endless. So we know we can only recognize the gift if faith by the presence of the Holy Spirit dwelling within our hearts.”

 

Third, how do we get our faith to blossom? Very simply, through God’s word. 2 Peter 3:18 instructs us to,


Grow in the grace and knowledge of our


Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

 

 We do this by immersing ourselves in the very source of our faith, the Bible.

 

We respond together: Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift of His Holy Spirit and Faith”

 

Hymn
O Come all ye Faithful      CW #55 vs. 1, 3-4 

 

Fifth Gift: Perfection

Hostess:

Number 5 is for ______.” There is no need to be perfect, we think you’re a doll!"


Hostess hands package to designated receiver. The gift is opened and it is a Barbie doll. 

 

Leader: 

If Barbie walked into this fellowship hall tonight she would definitely capture your attention… Not because of her flowing blonde hair, sparkling blue eyes or dazzling smile. But because her measurements, humanly speaking, would be 39 inches by 18 inches by 33 inches and she could not have stood upright.  Her proportions would not allow it. Barbie would have to enter this beautiful event on all fours!
This doll is considered to be the idea of female physical perfection. Not only is she beautiful, she’s always dressed in the perfect ensemble for any occasion. She is as successful in the boardroom as she is on the soccer field. She has a handsome and successful boyfriend and gets along great with small children and dogs! How could any of us compare to that? Fortunately, we don’t have to.

God is not looking at our outward appearance and our social status. When God speaks of perfection in His Word, he is looking at what makes us whole and complete. And what makes us complete is Christ. Our perfection, or completeness, will never be found in the world.   We look at Hebrews10:14 to get a better understanding of what makes us whole, or perfect, by God’s standards:


Because by one sacrifice he has made perfect


forever those who are being made holy.
 

Through his death and resurrection, Christ once and for all, made his believers perfect in God’s sight. Even though we are perfect through Christ, God is not done with us yet. God continues to set believers apart for His special use.   So how do we know this? In Romans 12:2 we are told:


Do not conform any longer to the pattern of the world,


but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.


Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s


will is his good, pleasing and perfect will.
 

God has good, pleasing and perfect plans for his children. He wants to transform and renew our minds, and desires that we live to honor and obey him. God wants what is best for us and we will see all his blessings by accepting the discipline and guidance Christ provides and by giving him control of our desires and goals. We can encourage this process by deliberately applying scripture to all areas of our lives.  We are assured of the blessing we will receive in James 1:25:

The man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do 
this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it-he will be blessed in what he does.
 

Looking at the law and seeing freedom rather than restriction is evidence of the Holy Spirit in our hearts. God’s law, which was brought to perfection through Christ, points out our sin and gives us the opportunity to ask God’s forgiveness. We are no longer slaves to sin but through Christ’s perfect obedience we are now free to obey God.

 

We respond together: Praise God for His indescribable gift of perfection.
 

Sixth Gift: Forgiveness

Hostess: “________, you have number six. Wrap yourself in pure comfort.”


Hostess hands package to designated receiver. The gift is opened and in it is a white 
robe and stain remover.

 
Leader: 

When the cold winds of winter start blowing, a soft, cozy robe is such a comfort. Picture this; you are snuggled on the couch in your new robe. The fire crackles with fragrant boughs of pine, you hold in your hands a warm cup of hot chocolate. Can you feel the warmth of the fire and the steam and scent from your mug? Ah yes, a nearly perfect moment.   Then the peaceful quiet is upset by the shrill ring of the phone, you jerk from the suddenness of the silence breaking and the new, warm, comfortable white robe is not so white now.    Your robe is stained and will most certainly be a challenge to return to is pure, white condition. 

We were without sin in the Garden of Eden until we gave in to temptation. Since then we have been stained. But Jesus is the ultimate stain remover. Isaiah 1:18 says:

Come now let us reason together, says the Lord. Though your sins are like scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow, though they are red like crimson, they shall be like wool.
 

Martin Luther writes in his Small Catechism that forgiveness is the most precious gift that the Holy Spirit bestows to us by the Gospel. Why does he claim this? Luther writes that forgiveness is the most precious gift because without forgiveness of sins we are lost and condemned creatures, but with it we have life and salvation. Who are the “we” that are lost and condemned? Romans 3:23-24 makes this very clear:


All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace 

through the redemption that came through Christ Jesus.
 
God no longer looks upon our sins but declares us freed from all guilt and punishment. In Ephesians we read:


In Him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance 
with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished upon us with all wisdom and 
understanding.

 


We respond together: Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift of Forgiveness.
 

Flute and Piano Duet    Ding Dong Merrily/He is Born  Arranged by Anna Laura Paige
 

Seventh Gift: Righteousness and Truth

Hostess: “Who picked number seven? ‘Oh yes, ______ . “This is the gift that every girl dreams of, but it is so much more. Remember to use this gift often.” 


Hostess hands the gift to the designated receiver. Gift is opened is opened. It is a knight 
in shining armor.

Leader: 

What girl hasn’t seen a movie or daydreamed about a knight in shining armor. .… Not just any knight, but her knight. Knights fought not only for the honor of the woman they loved but for what they believed in. The weapons used in battle were extremely dangerous and protection was needed to minimize injury and preserve the knight’s life. In the late middle ages metal plates known as armor were used. This protected the knight from sword and spear but took so long to put on that the knight had to wear it not only in the time of battle, but all of his waking hours so he always was prepared.

 

It is no wonder than that God inspired Paul to use the idea of a knight in his writings to us and to the Ephesians. We are in constant need of protection against our enemy.

Ephesians 6:12 describes are enemy in this way:


For our struggle is not against flesh and blood,


But against the ruler, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world


and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.”

 

We face a powerful army whose goal is to defeat Christ’s church. When we believe in Christ, these beings become our enemies, they try to turn us away from Him and back to sin.   To withstand these attacks, we must depend on God’s strength and use the armor of righteousness and truth to overcome the temptations.

 

So, we take seriously the words of Paul in Ephesians 6 10 and 13-14:


Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 


Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s 
schemes.
 

As I read earlier Paul, at this point, warns us against our enemies then he continues:

Therefore, put on the full armor, so that when the day of evil comes,


You may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.


Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breast-plate 
of righteousness in place…”

 

Our armor is not made of anything that we can create. It is nothing we put on under our designer suit or Calvin Kleins. It is protection that can be acquired only one way that is by being in God’s Word regularly. God offers us the gift of truth and righteousness freely. Let’s use the knights of the middle ages as a great example and keep the armor of God on so that we can be prepared to fight the enemy at a moments notice.

 


We respond together: Thanks be to God for indescribable gift of Truth and 
Righteousness.
 

Vocal Trio:  Joy to the World
 

Eighth Gift: Peace

Hostess: “Number eight is for________. Enjoy your time away from the demands of life.”

Hostess hands gift to designated receiver. Receiver opens it and it is a spa certificate.

 

Hostess: “Oh, a day at a spa, I’ve always wanted to do that!”

 

Leader: 

Doesn’t anticipating a day at a spa away from the noise and rush of life give you a tingle? Wonderful scents of lavender and chamomile begin to soften the stress of the day, the room is dim and lovely music moves gently through the air. All you’re asked to do is take deep breaths and allow your body, mind and soul to relax and slow down. This experience is worth having no matter who you are, but the effects are only temporary. 

 

From a worldly standpoint, peace is simply a state of tranquility or quiet. The human idea of peace is to promote it within oneself. On a more global level, peace is the absence of conflict, a harmony in relationships, and an end to hostilities between those that have been at war. But, on the Mount of Olives, Jesus warned his disciples, and in doing that also warns us, that there will never be total peace in the world. In Matthew 24:6-7, Jesus says:


You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such 
things must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places.
 

After this sobering passage we lean heavily on the hope of Jesus promise in John 14:27:


Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.

I do not give to you as the world gives.

 Do not let you hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.
 

God’s peace is so different from the world’s peace. True peace is not found in positive thinking, in the absence of conflict, or in good feelings. It comes from knowing that God is in control, and that Jesus Christ is your Lord and Savior. And so we eagerly await our Lord’s second coming and stand confidently on these words from Philippians 4:4-7:

Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again, rejoice!

Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.


Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your request to God. And the peace that transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and you minds in Christ Jesus.”

 


We respond together: Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift of Peace.
 

Ninth Gift: Prayer

Hostess: "Two gifts left; let’s see who gets number nine. ________.  Any time or any place—You can always call on Me!” 


Gift is opened and it contains a cell phone.

 

Leader: 

Is there any one here who has not been a witness to someone receiving a cell phone call at an inappropriate time? Perhaps in a movie theater, the library, a theatrical performance, even church.   Cell phones are everywhere. We see people using them in cars, at malls, at the grocery store. Moms at playgrounds have them, kids walking home after school are talking on them, and I even saw a man on the treadmill at the athletic club talking during his workout! We are a society that needs to communicate, and as irritating as this little piece of electronic equipment can be, cell phones connect us to the social and business world and are a life line to our communities.  

Our Creator, God, knows how much we need to communicate and he gave each of us our own “cell phone” , it is called the gift of prayer and it can be used safely without bothering anyone, anytime we want to.   God’s plan has no limits on minutes per month and we are welcome to call on Him nights, weekends and during prime week hours. As a matter of fact in 1 Thessalonians 5:17 we are urged to:


Pray without ceasing.
 

This is a short sweet reminder that we need to give our cares and burdens to God daily. We need to continually praise him and thank him. We need to be in constant communication with him.
Matthew 7:7-8 speaks about the results of prayer:


Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find;


knock and the door will be opened to you. 


For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds;


and to him who knocks the door will be opened.”

                                                

Jesus tells us to be persistent in pursuing God, not just asking but also seeking. Our efforts in this relationship to Him will be rewarded, the door will be opened.

 

Jesus also talks about knocking, which implies an action on our part.  Prayer and action go hand in hand. We can be confident in our actions if we pray according to God’s will. The key is to be diligent in our heartfelt prayer and faithful in our required actions.

 

Prayer should not be misunderstood, it’s not like sitting on Santa’s lap at the mall expecting to receive whatever we ask for all wrapped up in a beautiful package. If it were, people would come to God with only one motive, to get exactly what they want!  Prayer is a request that may or may not be granted. That is why we pray, ‘Your will be done.’ If God, an infinitely wise Being listens to the request of a sinful, foolish creature, of course He will sometimes grant and sometimes refuse the request. Thankfully answered prayer does not depend on anything we do or do not do. Remember, even Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane got a “no” to his request to “Let this cup pass from Me.”(Matthew 26:39). We must trust God; he sees the eternal picture while we see only the immediate.

 

Prayer is simple. It is a humble coming to God with a heart of praise, thankfulness, and need. The main purpose of prayer is not to get God to give us things but rather to grow with him in a deeper more intimate relationship. 

 


We respond together: Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift of Prayer.”

 

Piano Solo:     Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring/It Came Upon a Midnight Clear


         Arranged by Jay Rouse

 

Tenth Gift: Eternal Life

One of the party guests on stage: “This gift is from all of us to our gracious host. Thank you for creating a wonderful place for us to spend time together.”

Hostess opens the gift and it is a wreath.

 

Leader: 

A wreath is the harbinger of the holidays. Boy Scouts shuffle through the leaves in the fall with their order forms selling wreaths door to door. You can purchase a Christmas wreath plain or decorated, flocked or pre-lit, and in a multitude of sizes. You can buy an artificial wreath or one that is fresh and fragrant. It is a common sight at this time of year to see wreaths donning many a door as we rush from here to there. But what is the significance of the wreath and how does this tradition represent God’s gift of eternal life?

 

Christmas wreaths are covered with evergreen. Just as the pine is always green, so our hope for eternal life is always sure because it is based on Christ. The certainty of Christ’s resurrection makes ours certain. In 1 Corinthians 15:3-8 we read:


That Christ died for our sins according the Scripture,


that he was buried, that he was raised in the third day according to the Scripture.
 

John 14:19 also assures us of eternal life:


Because I live, you will also live.
            

 The life of the Christian always depends on the life of Christ. These are only two verses that point to Jesus as our source for eternal life.   But scripture points us in the same direction again and again. Some people wish they knew the future and as believers we may not know what each day holds for us but we know where we stand in relation to all eternity. We don’t have to know the future to have faith in God; when we have faith in God we can be secure about the future.

 

Wreaths are in the form of a circle. A circle has no beginning and no end, so our life with God is everlasting. John 6:47 are words that Jesus spoke. Christ tells us that:


I tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting life.
 

We respond together: Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift of Everlasting Life.
 

Conclusion

Leader:

Believing is what we do throughout our lives as faithful, spirit filled Christians. It is God’s desire that we grow in faith as we walk through this life with Him and the Holy Spirit. Is there a more extravagant gift that we could ever imagine receiving? This is far more than we deserve, yet God gives eternal life to all believers as a gift wrapped in the love and sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  

 

As been our tradition, let us light our candles and join together and raise our voices to God and sing “Silent Night.”

 

(Candles are lit and congregation sings three verses of Silent Night)

(As the candles are being lit the ladies on the stage may return to their seats.)

 

Congregation:  Silent Night 

Anticipating His Presence 











